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Table 2. Candidates’ Positions on Some Major Issues
As compiled by ProCon.org on March 19, 2008.

Hillary Clinton, 
Democrat

PRO

Should all Americans have a right to government or employer subsidized 
basic health care?
Under my plan, we won’t require small businesses to cover employees. Instead we will pro-
vide tax credits to ensure that many of them do. These tax credits will be based on size and 
average wages, so that small businesses can provide health care without destroying their 
bottom line... Government also needs to do its part to promote shared responsibility. Under 
my plan, the government will provide tax-credits to insure that every single American can 
afford health insurance.”

John McCain 
Republican

CON

Should all Americans have a right to government or employer subsidized 
basic health care?
America has the highest quality health care in the world. Our job is to preserve it. Our job is 
to keep the costs down. Last year, the Medicaid inflation was 10 percent. ... No program in the 
world can survive under that. So of course we want to remove the employer … tax, and tax 
incentives, and move it to the individual. Give the individual a $2,500 refundable tax credit, 
a family a $5,000 tax credit.

Barack Obama 
Democrat

PRO

Should all Americans have a right to government or employer subsidized 
basic health care?
I believe that the millions of Americans who can’t take their children to a doctor when they get 
sick have that right. …If you already have health insurance, the only thing that will change for 
you under this plan is the amount of money you will spend on premiums. That will be less… 
[W]e will ask all but the smallest businesses who don’t make a meaningful contribution today 
to the health coverage of their employees to do so by supporting this new plan. 

Hillary Clinton
Democrat

PRO*

Are humans substantially responsible for global climate change today?
[T]he President [George W. Bush] and Vice President [Dick Cheney] refuse to admit that there 
were any human contributions to global climate change. There are climatic changes that are 
so-called natural, but we have so changed the atmosphere that it has a ripple effect...Yes, 
there are natural reasons why the climate may get warmer but we put so much CO2 into the 
atmosphere that that changes the natural forces...

John McCain
Republican

Not 
clearly 
Pro or 
Con

Are humans substantially responsible for global climate change today?
I also believe that strengthening our energy security goes hand-in-hand with addressing 
global climate change, which I believe is real with human activity contributing to the buildup 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

Barack Obama
Democrat

PRO

Are humans substantially responsible for global climate change today?
Global warming is real, is happening now and is the result of human activities. The number 
of Category 4 and 5 hurricanes has almost doubled in the last 30 years. Glaciers are melting 
faster; the polar ice caps are shrinking; trees are blooming earlier; oceans are becoming more 
acidic, threatening marine life; people are dying in heat waves; species are migrating, and 
eventually many will become extinct. 
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*Note: The ProCon.org website lists Sen. Clinton’s position as “Not Clearly Pro or Con” on this issue on 3/19/08.
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Table 2 Continued Candidates’ Positions on Some Major Issues

Hillary Clinton 
Democrat 

(Has 
changed 
from 
Con to 
Pro) 

Should the U.S. set a timetable for troop withdrawal in Iraq?
(Con) It is time for the President to stop serving up platitudes and present us with a plan for 
finishing this war with success and honor—not a rigid timetable that terrorists can exploit, but 
a public plan for winning and concluding the war.—Nov. 29, 2005

(Pro) The Secretary of Defense should commence the redeployment of the Armed Forces from 
Iraq not later than October 1, 2007, with a goal of completing such redeployment within 180 
days.—Apr. 26, 2007

John McCain 
Republican CON

Should the U.S. set a timetable for troop withdrawal in Iraq?
Young men and women are risking their lives as we speak in Iraq. And I know that they will be 
in greater harm’s way if we withdraw from Iraq, as we keep debating over and over and over 
again. … I understand that if the American people don’t continue to support this effort that 
we will be forced to withdraw. But it’s also my obligation to tell the American people and my 
constituents in Arizona that I represent, what the consequences of failure will be; and I believe 
they will be catastrophic.

Barack Obama 
Democrat PRO

Should the U.S. set a timetable for troop withdrawal in Iraq?
The first part of this strategy [in Iraq] begins by exerting the greatest leverage we have on 
the Iraqi government—a phased redeployment of U.S. troops from Iraq on a timetable that 
would begin in four to six months. …For only through this phased redeployment can we send 
a clear message to the Iraqi factions that the U.S. is not going to hold together this country 
indefinitely—that it will be up to them to form a viable government that can effectively run 
and secure Iraq.

Hillary Clinton
Democrat 

PRO

Are more federal regulations on guns and ammunition needed?
I remember very well when I accompanied Bill to Columbine after that massacre and met with 
the family members of those who had been killed and talked with the students, and feeling 
that we had to do more to try to keep guns out of the hands of the criminal and of the mentally 
unstable.

John McCain
Republican

CON

Are more federal regulations on guns and ammunition needed?
John McCain believes that banning ammunition is just another way to undermine Second 
Amendment rights. He voted against an amendment that would have banned many of the most 
commonly used hunting cartridges on the spurious grounds that they were “armor-piercing.”

Barack Obama
Democrat

Not 
clearly 
pro or 
con

Are more federal regulations on guns and ammunition needed?
I’m a strong believer in the rights of hunters and sportsmen to have firearms. I’m a believer in 
homeowners having a firearm to protect their home and their family. It’s hard for me to find a 
rationale for a 19-clip semi-automatic. I said at a forum earlier this week, “If you need 19 rounds 
to shoot a deer, you probably shouldn’t be hunting” and so that I think is something that we 
should be able to have a reasonable conversation about. 
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Create a Time Line of Recent History

Construct you own time line of recent events. You can show how people and events have been related over time by creating a time 
line with several layers. Sources of information could include an interview with your parents, a social studies textbook, and an 
encyclopedia. Begin by asking about the life of a living older relative, such as a parent, aunt, uncle, or grandparent.

The Years on a Line. Start with the year your relative was born. You don’t have to make a tic mark on this line for every single year on the line. It’s okay to 
mark every 5th or every 10th year, right up until the present year. (See the example below.)

Layer 1: Personal Events. Mark some of the important dates in the life of your relative, such as the year he or she was born, when he or she graduated, 
traveled, married, had children, or found employment. 

Layer 2: Technology and Innovation. Mark the years that some recent inventions first came on the market, such as the home computer, cell phone, DVD, 
or iPod. 

Layer 3: National Events. Mark some things that happened in the USA, such as a new federal law (Clean Water Act), a U.S. Supreme Court decision (Miranda 
v. Arizona), economic high or low points (housing market crash), population milestones, presidential terms, major constructions, or major disasters. 

Layer 4: World Events. Mark things that affect many countries such as treaties (such as the Kyoto Protocol on global warming) changes of leadership (such as 
the Secretary General of the United Nations), awards (such as the Nobel Prize for Peace), successes (eradication of smallpox), or wars and natural disasters. 

Your finished time line should include at least three events in each of the layers : 3 personal, 3 technology, 3 national, and 3 international events.

Your finished time line should include at least one event that spans a period of time, which can be shown as a line segment. In the example below, “Mom 
attends college” spans four years. 

Some layers can be above the main time line that shows the years, and some can be below the line. In the example below, layers 1 and 2 are above the line, 
and layers 3 and 4 are below the main line. This makes it all a bit easier to read. 

* Teachers: See “Teaching and Learning with Timelines” in this issue of Middle Level Learning, May/June 2008, pages 4-7. 

Student Handout* 
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